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TACKLING CHALLENGINGTIMES

On a vividly clear and sunny 
day that  participants could 

only dream about during the long 
winter, a full fi eld of golfers took to 
Big Foot Country Club’s manicured 
links and enjoyed their opportunity 
to play this picturesque course.  In 
addition to enjoying a wonderful 
day of golf, the participants also 
succeeded in breaking a new 
fundraising record by netting over 
$86,000 in support for the programs 
offered by VIP Services!

GOLF OUTING BREAKS 
RECORD

Presented by Kikkoman Foods and the
Kikkoman Foods Foundation, the 2014 Golf 

Outing was held at scenic Big Foot Country Club.

See GOLF OUTING on Page 3

Regular readers of the VIP Voice have followed the stories of many of our clients 
and family members over the years.  You have been introduced to people like 

Amanda Giacomelli, Steve Pils and Matt Church who have found success working 
in the community to the point where they were able to “Take Their Legislators to 
Work” with them and proudly explain their job responsibilities.

You have become acquainted with clients 
who split their time between community 
jobs and VIP Services, like Connie York, 
Derek Weber and Tammie Steinert, who 
maximize their abilities and fi ll their 
hours with productive work.  You have 
also learned about the amazing progress 
made by many of our Day Services clients 
like Michael Brabazon, Amanda Harris 
and, in this issue Katie Fanning.  These 
individuals are learning to become part 
of a community through the friends they 
make here and through the interesting people they meet on community outings.  You 
have also shared, through our many photo displays, the myriad of activities and 
opportunities open to all of our participants on a year-round basis.

Now, we have added a new way for 
you to hear and see the important 
stories that defi ne our clients and 
their families.  If you haven’t visited 
the VIP Services Facebook page or 
website www.vipservices-inc.org, 
we would urge you to do so.

Kelly Klein, pictured to the left, was one 
of several VIP parents and siblings who recently participated in a group discussion 
about the role that VIP Services plays in the lives of their family members.  One 
of the themes that came through very strongly from all of those participating 
was their appreciation for the sense of “community” that VIP Services provides 
- not only for clients, but also for extended family members.  With the help of the 

See CHALLENGING TIMES on Page 2

Amanda and former State Senator Neal Kedzie Steve and Governor Scott Walker

Matt and Representative Tyler August
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CHALLENGING TIMES - CONTINUED
MacIver Institute, Kelly’s comments have been edited into a short video that really hits home.  We are looking forward to 
having additional short videos from other family members posted in the near future, so be sure to keep checking our website 
and Facebook page to hear what they have to say.

Kelly’s comments are particularly relevant in the face of the wide-ranging discussions that have been taking place throughout 
the state over the past several months as the state Department of Health Services readied its transition plan for submission to 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid.  Clients, family members, Board members and friends from organizations throughout 
the state have made their voices heard in a variety of forums, but despite a signifi cant response from individuals and advocates 
who favor the retention of choice, the plan that was ultimately submitted on October 2nd failed to protect the full range of 
choice of settings for individuals with disabilities.

At the root of the disagreement is the contention, by some parent advocates and individuals with all sorts of different disabilities, 
that dollars currently being spent to fund programs like VIP Services should be diverted to help support individuals with 
disabilities in achieving fully integrated community jobs that are in community settings.  They contend that “public dollars in 
Wisconsin are weighted heavily toward segregated settings.”  They maintain that these “segregated” settings are much more 
costly than the employment supports that could be put in their place to ensure integrated employment for all.

In response to this position, we would like to share portions of a response letter penned by JoAnne Tully.

My 26-year-old daughter Kathleen is lovely, funny, and one of the happiest humans 
on this planet.  She also has severe developmental disabilities.  Kathleen spends 
every weekday at VIP Services.  She works on fi tness and communication goals each 
day and makes frequent trips with her friends to places within the community.  As a 
result of her wonderful program at VIP, she is learning what the world is about and 
how she contributes to it.  Kathleen does not have the physical or cognitive abilities 
to work at a job in any setting.  Without her day program at VIP, she would need 
to spend most of her days at home in the company of one paid caregiver at a time, 
since my husband and I work full time.  Her life would more closely resemble that 
of a 96-year old with round-the-clock care than that of a vibrant 26-year-old.

What you are calling a “segregated” setting is what I call a community.  It is a 
setting where Kathleen has friends who don’t care if she’s loud.  They laugh together, 
comfort one another, celebrate together.  If this issue is really about money, then 
please come right out and say that my daughter’s program costs too much money.  
But do not pretend that it is in her best interest for the program to be eliminated.
If this issue is about embarrassment (one of the plan’s defi nitions of “segregated” includes settings where disabled people eat 
lunch or take breaks together with supervision, which would include fi eld trips, visits to the fair, picnics), then here is my advice: 
When you are out at the fair or the zoo with your children and you see a loud, embarrassingly happy, funny-looking, supervised 
bunch of people with developmental disabilities, please just inconspicuously walk far away, fast.  Nobody will mistake your 
children as “one of those” people.  But don’t take away that loud, happy group’s opportunity to be together.

One more time: My daughter’s (and hundreds of other peoples’) program does not in any way prevent your children or anyone 
else from being included and employed in the larger community.  But what you are proposing would have a devastating, 
isolating effect on my daughter and hundreds of others.

Sincerely,

JoAnne Tully

In order to ensure that center-based programs like VIP’s can continue to exist, people need to make their 
feelings known to their local legislators, the Governor, the bureaucrats at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
and advocacy organizations like Disability Rights Wisconsin http://www.disabilityrightswi.org/ and the Board 
for People with Developmental Disabilities http://www.wi-bpdd.org/index.cfm.  These state funded advocacy 
organizations should be representing the entire spectrum of need in our state.  For contact information regarding 
elected offi cials you can go directly to http://www.wisconsin.gov.

Kathleen with her Mom, JoAnne Tully
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The success of the 2014 Golf Outing was the result of the outstanding leadership provided by the
Golf Planning Committee including from left, Mark Stinebrink, Cheri Brost, Cherie Ackman (Co-Chair),

Larry Kosiek, JP Beierle, Rose Crandall, Donna Neshek, Ed Scaro, Bob Putnam (Co-Chair) and
Jim Homan.  Committee members not pictured are John English, Kathi George and Toby Steivang.

As always, Big Foot Country Club offered a paradise of golfi ng tranquility.  The Tom Bendelow 
designed course offered an awe inspiring view from the 12th tee, as well as a majestic Indian Mound on 

hole 11, tranquil pond on holes 7 and 8 and a formidable wall of grass concealing the 12th fairway.
Each of Big Foot’s unique holes has been named for its location, terrain or outstanding feature.

Co-Chair Cherie Ackman welcomed golfers
on behalf of VIP Services and led the way

for the shotgun start to begin play.

Last minute preparations were supervised by
Co-Chair Bob Putnam as volunteers worked

to ready things for arriving guests.

GOLF OUTING - CONTINUED“MISSION POSSIBLE” 
VIP REPS TO ATTEND 
SELF DETERMINATION 
CONFERENCE
“Discovering the potential in our 
Communities” is the theme of the 
2014 Conference put on annually 
by the Wisconsin Board for People 
with Developmental Disabilities.  
Four VIP Services clients have been 
selected to receive support to attend 
the Conference from the Daniel 
F. Ward Scholarship Fund of the 
Walworth County Tavern League.

The Self-Determination Conference 
brings together hundreds of 
attendees from throughout the 
state of Wisconsin.  It is uniquely 
designed to bring the experiences 
of self-advocates together in a 
practical “how-to” guide provided 
with the assistance of professionals, 
family members and support staff.  
The Conference offers creative tools 
to help individuals with disabilities 
get the support they need to live the 
lives they want.  The 2014 attendees 
will include Amanda Giacomelli, 
Steve Pils, Christopher Sonheim 
and Alex Whitmore.

VIP Services Program Director
Dana Kelnhofer accepts the

Walworth County Tavern League’s check from
League Secretary/Treasurer Chris Marsicano.
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GOLF OUTING - CONTINUED

VIP Ambassador Steve Pils shared his story of 
how VIP Services had helped him fi nd a long 

term job in the community while thanking golfers 
for their support.  Steve, who began working at 
the VIP shop upon graduation from Lakeland 

School has spent the past eleven years working at 
Stinebrink’s Piggly Wiggly in Lake Geneva.

The foursome fi elded by Walworth State Bank 
took home the honors as the First Place Team

at the 2014 Outing.  Pictured from left are
Bob Klockars, Larry Moelmann, Don Buchert 

and Dr. Craig Johnson.

A popular activity for golfers was the putting contest where many participants chose to test their skills.

PRESENTING SPONSOR
• Kikkoman Foods, Inc. and the 

Kikkoman Foods Foundation, Inc.
DINNER SPONSOR

• Tankcraft Corp. / Plasticraft Corp.
EAGLE SPONSORS
• Alder Companies
• Hudapack Metal Treating, Inc.
• Lynch Companies
• Mode Industries, Inc.
• MPC, Inc.
• Stinebrink’s Piggly Wiggly
• Walworth State Bank
BIRDIE SPONSORS
• Community Bank CBD
• Cook Construction & Design, LLC
• Dalco Metals, Inc.
• Daniels Foods Sentry
• E2 Consulting, Sales & Contracting
• Geneva National Foundation, Inc.
• Kehoe-Henry & Associates, Inc.
• M3 Insurance
• Mutual of America
• Tom & Donna Neshek
• Payne & Dolan, Inc.
• Prop Shaft Supply, Inc.
• R & L Spring Company
• Robertson Ryan & Associates, Inc.
• Shodeen Homes
• Town Bank
PUTTING GREEN SPONSOR
• William Blair & Company, L.L.C.
SPECIAL DONOR
• Ken Aldridge
BEVERAGE SPONSORS
• CJW, Inc. “Your MillerCoors Distributor”
• Pepsi Beverages Company, Janesville
GOLD MEDAL SPONSORS
• Advanced Coatings Plus LLC
• Tom & Barb Alden
• Aldridge Electric
• Cornerstone National Bank & Trust Co.
• Eagle Nonwovens, Inc.
• Fanning Investment Partners Inc.
• General Finishes
• Green Bay Packaging, Inc.
• Greenbriar Canine Academy LLC
• Matustik Builders Inc.
• The Private Bank
• Bob & Missy Putnam
• Putnam Company, Inc.
• RKT Packaging
• Ed & Christine Scaro
• VIP Services Management Staff

SILVER MEDAL SPONSORS
• Ackman Glass & Mirror
• Engerman Contracting, Inc.
• Fat Tire Ride
• Integra, Inc.
• Lou & Kathleen McKeever
• Meadowbrook Inventions, Inc.
• Melges Car Wash Group
BRONZE MEDAL SPONSORS
• American Community Bank & Trust
• Jeff Barsuli
• Bernatello’s Pizza
• Evergreen Septic Services, LLC

BRONZE MEDAL SPONSORS - CONTINUED
• Flora Craft Corporation
• Michael & Barb Head
• Massasoit of North Carolina, Inc.
• Fred VanStrydonck
• Mark R. Weksler & Company
GENERAL SPONSORS
• Cook Construction & Design, LLC
• Mr. & Mrs. Frank DePaul
• Dr. & Mrs. Gergory J. Gerber
• Mary Plumb

IN ADDITION, WE ARE GRATEFUL TO THE MANY IN-KIND, LOUD & SILENT AUCTION DONORS!
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VIP TRANSPORTATION IS ON THE GO!

Six months plus into our newly expanded transportation program, VIP Services vans and buses seem to be 
everywhere.  Today, VIP drivers provide some 125+ transports per day in addition to the continuation of the 

basic route service that brings clients to work at VIP and to community employment sites throughout the county.

“We are delighted that we are being so well received by consumers formerly served through the Walworth County 
Department of Health and Human Services,” said Cindy Simonsen.  “In the month of September, we provided 
2,004 transports and we are currently serving 936 individuals.  While we are excited about this growth, we remain 
aware that there are still many unmet transportation needs in our rural county, particularly with respect to senior 
citizens.  We are looking forward to working closely with the members of the Walworth County Transportation 
Committee in the months ahead to continue to improve and expand the services available to Walworth County 
seniors and people with disabilities.”

Among those attending a June 24th Open House at VIP Services to familiarize community
members interested in learning more about the service were County Board Supervisor Dave Weber,

County Administrator David Bretl, County Board Chair Nancy Russell,
VIP Executive Director Cindy Simonsen, VIP Transportation Manager Lyssia Lundgren

and Walworth County ADRC Director Lori Muzatko.

In addition to the transports we provide for medical appointments, VIP offers shopping
opportunities at various sites in the county on a weekly basis.  The Piggly Wiggly and Walmart
stores in Lake Geneva are favorite destinations for Ralph Ferguson (l.) and Barbara Bishop (r.).

CALLING ALL AMAZON 
SHOPPERS!

Next time you make a purchase 
through Amazon you can help 

VIP by selecting VIP Services, Inc. as 
your charity of choice.  Each purchase 
will allow VIP to receive .05% of your 
purchase price as a donation.

Simply sign in at
smile.amazon.com
to set up your account!

Helen Faltis is one of many consumers for
whom we provide medical transportation 

services multiple times a week.

YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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KATIE FANNING SPREADS HER WINGS

From the very beginning in 1992, Joe and Kelly Fanning knew that 
they would need to forge new trails to ensure that their daughter 

Katie, who was born with Pierre-Robin Syndrome and a combination 
of sensorial and neural issues, would have a chance to thrive.  Katie’s 
conditions made her extremely resistant to touch, to noise and to light 
as an infant.  Trying to create an environment that worked for her was 
their fi rst major challenge and it was a big one.  Most babies begin 
to smile in response to outside stimuli in their second month; Katie 
was about two when Joe and Kelley experienced the joy of having their 
daughter give them her fi rst reactive smile.  The muscle skills needed 
for Katie to laugh didn’t come together until she was almost fi ve.

With few readily available resources for a child like Katie, Kelley says 
that she learned early on that “it just wasn’t going to pay to ever take 
‘no’ for an answer.”  She and Joe were fi ercely determined that Katie was 
not going to be defi ned as a severely handicapped person.  Kelly says 
that in the early years they spent much of their time riding in their car 
in search of new services that might help their daughter.  They quickly 
learned that Katie was “consistently inconsistent.”  For example, many 
experts insisted that if Katie were ever going to be able to walk, she 
would need to crawl fi rst, but Katie hated crawling!  The coordinated 
muscle movement required in crawling was far too challenging for her 

Kelley and Joe Fanning with their daughter Katie

so, over time, she mastered assisted walking.  Today, she is walking with the assistance of her caregivers and 
able to use some of her own strength when transferring in and out of her wheelchair.

Katie attended school in the Burlington School District with a full-time nurse in attendance.  Her various 
conditions required that she use a canopied wheelchair, wear specialized sun glasses to protect her extremely 
light sensitive eyes and have oxygen at all times to facilitate her breathing.  Joe and Kelley partnered with 
teachers and aides throughout her 
school years and take great pride 
in achieving their fondest desire, 
that Katie learned “not to be afraid 
of the world and that the world 
learned not to be afraid of her.”

As she moved toward the time 
when she would have to leave her 
supportive school environment it 
was clear that there would need to 
be a considerable amount of effort 
involved in fi nding the right fi t for 
her in the community.  In addition 
to visiting lots of programs, Kelley 
started an intensive transition 
planning process about three 
years prior to graduation.  One 
important part of that process 
involved having VIP Day Services 
Director Angie Brunhart begin One of the many things that Katie enjoys about coming to VIP Services is the opportunity to

spend time with her many new friends and be part of her very own valuable community.
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Much like the butterfl y who visited her at the 
Butterfl y Barn at the Walworth County Fair, 
Katie Fanning is being allowed to spread her 

own wings and become a truly “social butterfl y.”

attending Katie’s IEP (Individualized Education Plan) meetings.  To 
further explore their options, they arranged for Katie to spend summers 
at VIP to see if the fi t would work.

The fi rst summer that Katie attended VIP, Kelley and Joe were able 
to vary the times of day that Katie attended Day Services.  This 
provided them with valuable information about her tolerance for 
activity - an issue that had been identifi ed at her IEP meetings.  By 
the end of that summer they knew that Katie was most responsive 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Kelley and Joe used 
this information with the team at Burlington High School to help 
create a very successful senior year for Katie.

Having decided that the VIP Day Service program was where they 
wanted Katie to be after graduation, Kelley arranged for school staff to 
work with her and VIP staff on sharing the protocols and strategies that 
had been developed to help Katie during her school years.  Finally in 
early May of 2013, Katie transitioned to VIP Services fi ve days a week 
on a schedule tailored for her stamina.  Joe, a retired teacher, says that 
he was embarrassed to admit that before Katie came to VIP he had no 
knowledge that the program even existed.

Among Katie’s daily activities is her work on 
the balance ball.  Staff member Melissa Schmitt 

helps Katie with a routine designed to
strengthen and maintain muscle tone.

Judging from the cries of “Katie’s here,” when she arrives at VIP to 
start her day at 10:00 a.m. every week day, Joe is right--she has made 
many new friends.  Katie’s daily activities are geared towards sensory 
experiences, particularly those that are tactile and visual.  She walks 
short distances with assistance to keep her legs strong and she loves to 
stretch out on the Sensory Room’s bean bag chair.  She especially loves 
the outings that the clients go on with the trip to the Walworth County 
Fair being a special highlight.

Kelley says that from Program Director Angie Brunhart on down, 
everyone has made the entire family feel most welcomed.  “I am always 
included in planning Katie’s activities and I am delighted when weather 
permits Katie to go on integrated outings to places like the County Fair.”  
She is very complimentary about the staff members who work directly 
with Katie, noting that “if Katie, who most defi nitely has a mind of her 
own, balks at doing a task or trying something new, the staff have been 
ingenious in fi nding creative alternatives of redirecting her.  They always 
stay positive and keep Katie from feeding off any kind of negativity.”

Both Kelley and Joe are delighted that the new “team” that they have 
built with VIP Services is working so well for their daughter.  Joe says 
that one of the greatest joys that he and Kelley have as parents is knowing 
that “people outside the family think that Katie is as special as they do.”
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VIP Services and various instructors at Gateway Technical 
College have been exploring collaborative Service Learning 

Projects in recent years and have experienced some outstanding 
successes.  Last year, Communications Instructor Joanie Beinecke’s 
Pre-Technical Writing Class created helpful materials to aid clients 
in VIP’s Discovery Class on money management, as well as providing 
materials for a spring nature photography project.

Most recently, the VIP Day Services Department opened its doors to nine 
Gateway nursing students working with their Instructor, Vicki Hulback.  
The goal of this project was to promote healthy choices for the clients while 
simultaneously providing the nursing students with an opportunity to work 
directly with a special needs population and to reinforce the importance of 
therapeutic communication.  On August 6th the nursing students came in 
to work with Day Services clients on projects promoting healthy eating and 
nutrition.  They started by preparing the ingredients needed to concoct a 
healthy and delicious homemade vegetable soup.  In addition to making the 
soup for lunch, the group also created a tasty trail mix that they enjoyed as 
a snack after a lively afternoon game of “Nutrition Bingo”.

UNITED WAY “DAY OF 
ACTION” MAKES A
BIG DIFFERENCE

A Group of enthusiastic 
volunteers from Grand Geneva 

spent a very busy morning at VIP 
Services on July 24th as part of 
the countywide Walworth County 
United Way “Day of Action”.  The 
United Way volunteers cleaned 
chairs and tables in the cafeteria, 
washed wheelchairs and outdoor 
furniture, cleaned buses and fi tness 
room equipment and a variety of 
other important tasks.  Thanks to 
the Walworth County United Way 
and these wonderful volunteers!

GATEWAY TECHNICAL COLLEGE & VIP SERVICES
PARTNER ON SERVICE LEARNING

The students then returned on 
August 19th and held an “Activity 
Olympics” to promote exercise and 
active life styles.  Day Services 
clients were engaged in a variety 
of activities, including Frisbee golf, 
bean bag toss, fl oor bowling, and 
other interactive games.  After 
lunch the students joined the VIP 
Walking Group for an after lunch 
stroll and conversation.  The day 
was capped by a travel pillow 
project that left clients with their 
own mementos of the day.  VIP 
Services and the Gateway Nursing 
program look forward to future 
collaborations that benefi t both 
clients and students.
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One of the most important and elusive skills for many of VIP Services clients involves practical comprehension 
of money management.  Thanks to the efforts of two very creative volunteers, JoAnne Tully (Speech Therapist, 

Delavan-Darien School District) and Barb Pajor (Manager of the Elkhorn Branch of Southern Lakes Credit Union) a 
fun new way to learn about money, and the decisions that need to be made in spending it, has been developed.  Over 
a series of four sessions, clients participated in a game-based exercise where they worked on teams to recognize the 
various coin and paper money denominations.  They also talked about the difference between “wants” and “needs” 
and applied this information in making choices within the game about how to spend money.  The game involved 
interactive use of the SmartBoard and encouraged teamwork.  At the conclusion of each class, teams totaled up their 
savings and compared the results of their spending and savings decisions.  Clients saw how making appropriate 
choices could leave you with “extra” money available to save for an item that is more of a “want” than a “need”.

For the third consecutive year, members of the VIP Aktion Club awarded 
a $500 scholarship to a graduating student from the Elkhorn Area High 

School.  This year’s nominee, Hailey Przybylski, attended the Club’s July 
meeting to thank the group in person for their support.  Hailey, who is the 
fi rst deaf graduate of EAHS, brought an interpreter to the meeting and told 
members about her plans to attend UW-Milwaukee this fall to pursue her 
dream of being an elementary school teacher.  Hailey is joined in the photo 
by Club President Connie York, Vice President Tony Arneson, Secretary 
Brigette Brown and Treasurer Lynne McIntyre.  The group is looking forward 
to a return visit from Hailey to update them on her progress at school.

Over the past year the Aktion Club has also given grants to the Agape 
House, the 4-H International Project, the WI-Upper Michigan Kiwanis 
Governor’s Project on Autism which awarded iPads to two local children, 
the current school supply and backpack drive for the Elkhorn Area School 
District and Kiwanis International’s Project Eliminate.

On October 11th, two Aktion Club members  attended the Annual Wisconsin-
Upper Michigan Aktion Club Training and Leadership Conference held in 
Fond du Lac, WI.  Attendees got to meet with other Aktion Club members 
from throughout Wisconsin and Upper Michigan and discussed their 
respective projects.  The Conference also provided interactive exercises to 
stimulate the exchange of new ideas.

VIP AKTION CLUB AWARDS EAHS SCHOLARSHIP

“MAD MONEY MONOPOLY” LEADS TO GOOD CHOICES

After some deliberation, Carlos Cruz makes
a thoughtful spending recommendation.

Class member Cliff Katzman trades in his
team’s choice card with volunteer Barb Pajor.

With help from volunteer Dianne Matteson, Stacy Novak 
moves her team’s game piece on the SmartBoard.
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With Flag Day as its theme, this year’s summer 
dance was once again sponsored by the

Lake Geneva Women’s Association.  Members
not only underwrote the dance but turned out
en masse to volunteer.  Pictured from left are

Missy Putnam, Francine Jacobs, Laurie Gianitsos, 
Cathy Stoodley, Missy Sell, Carole Townsend, 

Edna Anderson and Melissa Anderson.

WALWORTH CO. FAIR 
CAPS AN ACTIVITY-
FILLED SUMMER

One of the most highly anticipated days of the 
VIP Services year is the excursion to the

Walworth County Fair.  Volunteer Sandra Berndt 
joins her sister Susan Lambert on a trek to view 

the many craft entries submitted by clients.

In addition to the rides, animals, people and fun, 
the opportunity to partake of the delectable fair 

foods was an important part of the day!

Board member Beth Shodeen offers 
encouragement to “chief griller” John Kasnick 
from the End Zone in Delavan who once again 

grilled up delicious burgers, brats and
hot dogs for clients and volunteers.

Indoor volleyball ensured that the
weather wouldn’t hamper the play of
an enthusiastic group of competitors.

There were plenty of games, music and
outside activities as well.

FLAG DAY DANCE

SUMMER COOKOUT

The animal barns are always one of the 
highlights for client visitors to the fair.

Whether it is visiting Delavan-Darien High School 
students to learn about the various projects they 

created in the school’s Science Fair . . . 

DAY SERVICES ON THE GO!

to taking a boat ride on Lake Geneva to see
the world from a new perspective, or . . . 

experiencing a little piece of the thrill of
race car driving during a display of vehicles 
put on by Big Eight and other southeastern 
Wisconsin race care drivers, Day Services 

participants are constantly learning.
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SALUTING OUR GENEROUS DONORS & BENEFACTORS

Please accept our regrets for any 
inadvertent omission on these donor lists.

Annual Fund Drive - VIP Services is 
grateful to its many friends, supporters and 
family members for their generous annual 
gifts.  These gifts allow VIP Services to be as 
fl exible as possible in meeting the complex 
and varied needs of our clients.  Annual 
gifts may be designated to special projects 
that meet individual donor’s interests.  
Annual gifts of any size are welcomed by 
VIP Services.  The gifts listed here were 
received during the period of May 16, 2014 
to October 15, 2014.

Community Champions
($10,000+ Donors) 
• United Way of Walworth County
• Walworth County ARC, Inc.

Community Leaders
($1,000+ Donors) 
• The Golden Years of Walworth
• Knights of Columbus, Council #1647
• Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Likes
• Mr. & Mrs. Tim Touchette
• Walworth Fontana Rotary Foundation, Inc.

Community Supporters
($250+ Donors) 
• Ms. Cheryl A. Baker
• Christ Church of Delavan
• Elkhorn Lions Club
• Knights of Columbus, Council #1690
• Knights of Columbus, Council #3464

Community Friends 
• Anonymous - Multiple
• Dan & Luann Dall
• Peter & Patti Geissal
• Joseph & Theresa Graziano
• Mr. & Mrs. Philip Jones
• Kirchschlager Family
• Richard Koehler
• Donald G. Lightfi eld
• Mr. & Mrs. Carl G. Matthews
• Mr. & Mrs. John R. McClellan
• Henry R. Mol, M.D.
• Pat & Bob Oblak
• Mike & Judy O’Donell
• Joan I. Palmer Insurance Agency, Inc.
• Mr. & Mrs. Gary W. Partington
• Mr. Scott G. Porter
• Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Scaro
• Mr. & Mrs. Harold L. Schuren
• Don & Donna Scurek
• Craig & Kathy Shellman
• Mr. Rodney P. St. John
• St. Mary Immaculate Conception Catholic Parish
• Ronald & Carol Stevens
• Mr. Dennis M. Tobin
• Nancy E. Ward
• Mr. Gregory W. Zito

Memorials and Honorariums - 
We are especially grateful that the following 
VIP Services donors have chosen to honor 
those who are or have been important 
in their lives.  All gifts listed here were 
received during the period of May 16, 2014 
to October 15, 2014.

In Memory of: 
Charlie Brown
• Brown’s Southeast Heating & Cooling, LLC
Timothy Herbert Erickson
• Ms. Kathleen Rohleder-Griebel
Darroll Wayne Evenson, II
• Elk Restaurant, Inc.
Jeff Fibiger
• Ron & Lily Fibiger
Brian Kelly
• LTC Thomas J. Kelly
Richard Mann
• Ms. Kathleen Rohleder-Griebel
Luke Nelson
• Richard & Lynn Wesolek
Agnes Palenshus & Steven Palenshus
• Mr. Harold E. Palenshus
Junior A. Shepstone
• Marion L. Shepstone
Clarence G. Thompson
• Ms. Kathleen Rohleder-Griebel
• Mrs. Muriel Thompson
Dan Ward
• Elk Restaurant, Inc.
• Walworth County Tavern League

In Honor of: 
Charles
• Anonymous
Robyn Nanna
• Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union
• Allison & Daniel Rabin
Ronald Nieuwenhuis
• Nieuwenhuis Bros., Inc.
Heather Pagliaro
• Mrs. Diane Pagliaro
Kristen Stachowiak
• Ms. Peg Stachowiak
Toby & Shari Steivang’s 50th Wedding Anniversary
• Pam & Dan Christensen

Ken Sween, VIP Services Rest Area Maintenance 
(RAM) Program Manager, and Cindy Simonsen 

display a Certifi cate of Appreciation received 
from the Governor’s offi ce earlier this summer.  

The VIP Services RAM program provides facility 
maintenance for state-owned rest areas in 

Walworth and Rock County, as well as a Safety 
Weight Enforcement Facility in Dane County.  
RAM also maintains the Genoa City Park and 

Ride site and the state welcome sign.

RAM RECOGNIZED

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SUPPORT VIP

Local Councils of the Knights of Columbus
have been longtime supporters of VIP Services 
and have generously continued their support 

in 2014.  Judge Jim Carlson of the Whitewater 
Knights of Columbus presents Council #1690’s 

check to Joey Zelins and Jessica Morley.

Lake Geneva Knight Bob McCormack and
wife Millie present Council #1647’s check to 

Executive Director Cindy Simonsen and
Board President Donna Neshek.  Council #3464 

of Elkhorn also provided support.

BALDWIN STAFFER 
VISITS VIP SERVICES

Ben Juarez (l.) P. R. Representative for Senator 
Tammy Baldwin, recently toured VIP Services 
with Rob Likes and was introduced to the wide 

variety of options and work opportunities offered, 
including learning about the important work that 
Rosa Spellman is doing for Edstrom Industries.
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DVR
PARTNER

December 2, 2014 will mark 
the third annual national 

#GivingTuesday campaign and this 
year, VIP Services will be taking 
part!  #GivingTuesday has become 
a day dedicated to charitable giving, 
combining the power of social 
media and the generosity of people 
around the nation to bring about 
real support for their communities.  
Following closely on the heels of 
Thanksgiving, Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday
celebrates the power of giving in 
all forms and inspires people to 
think about charitable giving at the 
start of the busy holiday season.  
We hope that you will consider 
supporting VIP Services through 
this powerful vehicle with your 
check or participation online.

• VIP Volunteer Recognition Reception
 VIP Services, Inc.
 November 13, 2014
• VIP’s Ultimate Indoor Tailgate Party

VIP Services, Inc.
 November 16, 2014
• #GivingTuesday
 December 2, 2014
• Client Holiday Party
 Monte Carlo Room
 December 12, 2014
• Annual Recognition Dinner
 Evergreen Golf Club
 February 5, 2015
• VIP’s 8th Annual Bowl-a-thon

Delavan Lanes
 March 14, 2015
• VIP Services Golf Outing

Big Foot Country Club
 June 8, 2015

To participate in
#GIVINGTUESDAY online,

visit the VIP Services website at
www.vipservices-inc.org

and click on the
#GIVINGTUESDAY button.


