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SIP ‘N PURR: Support 
Lakeland Animal Shelter at 
the 8th annual Sip ‘N Purr 
Wine Tasting event from 
5 to 8 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 
11 at The Abbey Resort in 
Fontana. The gourmet food, 
wine and beer tasting event 
will include the following 
vendors, though more 
may be added: The Bottle 
Shop; Northleaf Winery; 
Rich’s House of Cakes; The 
Apple Barn; Second Salem 
Brewing Co.; Lakeland 
Bakery; Sherwood’s Fabulous 
Fudge; Highfield Farm 
Creamery; The Sweet Spot; 
Kenny’s Daughters, LLC; 
LaGrange General Store, 
Sprecher’s Restaurant & Pub. 
All proceeds will support 
Lakeland Animal Shelter. 
For more information or to 
purchase tickets in advance, 
visit lakelandanimalshelter.
org or email lynn@
lakelandanimalshelter.org.

AMAZING: Elkhorn 
native Ashley Adams shares 
her story of becoming one 
of the newest members of 
NASA’s Airborne Astronomy 
Ambassadors Program.

- Back page

KEEP IT CLEAN: 
Volunteers are needed for 
a work day at Walworth 
County’s Price Park, N6421 
Hodunk Rd., Elkhorn, from 9 
a.m. to noon, Saturday, Feb. 
25. Volunteers will assist with 
trail maintenance, prairie 
seeding and other duties, 
and should be 16 years of 
age or older though kids 15 
and younger can volunteer 
if accompanied by an adult. 
Snacks and lunch will be 
provided. Pre-registration is 
required and can be done by 
contacting Colleen Lesniak 
at the Walworth County 
Volunteer Services office 
by calling (262) 741-4223 
or emailing clesniak@
co.walworth.wi.us.

GET ON BOARD: The 
Walworth County Board 
of Supervisors is seeking 
applications to fill a vacant 
seat on the County Board. 
Interested individuals 
must reside in District 2 in 
Walworth County.  

– Page 10

DEATH NOTICES: 
The following death notice 
appears inside:
• LEROY W. DEXTER, 86

– Page 5
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STILL ROLLING: Ross 
Ingersoll and the Elkhorn 
boys basketball team 
knocked off rival Delavan-
Darien last week. Also, 
check out how the wres-
tling team made history at 
the conference meet.
 –  Page 7

 Police officers 
shot and killed a 
26-year-old Lake 
Geneva man Feb. 
2 in the Town of 
Geneva while in-
vestigating a reck-
less driving com-
plaint.
 Police shot and 
killed Kris Kristl, 
26, at County Highway H near Petrie 
Road at about 7:45 p.m., according 
to a press release issued Friday by 
the Walworth County Sheriff’s De-
partment and the Elkhorn Police De-
partment.
 According to the release, a two-
year deputy with the sheriff’s de-
partment and an eight-year officer 
with Elkhorn police were involved 
in the shooting. 
 The departments did not name 
the officers or say which or wheth-
er both of them fired at Krisl.  Both 
are on administrative duty, which is 
standard practice with these types of 
incidents, according to the release.
 The Wisconsin Department of 
Justice, Division of Criminal Inves-
tigation, will investigate the shoot-
ing.
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 Joe Helper, a client of VIP Services, Inc. is shown working at his community-based job. VIP was 
recently awarded a ‘Building Full Lives’ grant to support training efforts for staff who will play key roles 
in integrating people with disabilities in their communities.

By Heather Ruenz
EDITOR
 Taking steps now is a key com-
ponent to new rules people with dis-
abilities – and the sheltered work-
shops they’re employed at – will 
have to comply with in the future. 
VIP Services began preparing for 
those changes in advance, according 
to Executive Director Cindy Simon-
sen.
 The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services issued final rules 
in January 2014 prohibiting the 
use of Medicaid Home and Com-
munity Based Services funding in 
settings that “isolate.” Simply put, 
adults with disabilities are required 
to have a choice to receive services 
in ‘non-disability specific’ settings, 
Simonsen said.
 This rule requires complete com-
pliance in Wisconsin by March 
17, 2019 and will affect all people 
currently in VIP’s Pre-Vocational 
Training Program as well as its Day 
Services Program. 
 Another policy change signed 
into law in July 2014 is the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity 
Act, requires schools and state vo-
cational rehabilitation agencies to
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 Bonnie Beam-Stratz (on right), of the Alzheimer’s Association, shows participants 
how to approach a person with dementia during a Dementia Friendly Train the Trainer 
event Jan. 19 at Peoples Bank in Elkhorn. Workshop participant Irene Lundgren, a 
representative of Community Care, assists with the demonstration.

By Heather Ruenz
EDITOR
 “Most of us walk in a room on occasion 
and forget what we went in there for, but we 
can usually remember it eventually. A person 
with dementia can’t remember,” Bonnie Beam-
Stratz said.
 She was speaking to the nearly 20 people 

in attendance at a train the trainer program 
at Peoples Bank in Elkhorn Jan. 19, to teach 
businesses, churches and community members 
how to be more dementia friendly.
 Beam-Stratz, Alzheimer Association’s 
Community Outreach Coordinator out of Fort 
Atkinson, said often, there are no obvious 
physical signs a person has dementia.

VIP Services preparing for future changes
‘Building Full Lives’ grant to support community integration

Police shoot and kill man near Elkhorn

Kris Kristl

A kind, gentle approach
Dementia friendly training encourages patience, helpfulness

 The types of dementia include: Alzheimer’s 
disease, Frontotemporal dementia, Lewy body 
disease, vascular dementia and reversible 
dementias. Of those, Alzheimer’s accounts for 
65 to 80 percent of all cases, followed by Lewy 
body or vascular at about 15 to 17 percent 
each.
 “Approximately 30 percent of the people 
with dementia live alone and one in three 
seniors dies with Alzheimer’s or another form 
of dementia,” Beam-Stratz said.
 Distinguishing between dementia or age-
related changes can be challenging, Beam-
Stratz explained.
 Typical age-related changes include: a 
person making a bad decision on occasion, 
missing a monthly bill payment, or sometimes 
forgetting which word to use while signs 
of dementia or Alzheimer’s would include, 
comparably: poor judgment and decision 
making, the inability to manage a budget, or 
difficulty having a conversation.
 Signs of dementia employees at businesses 
can keep an eye out for include customers 
that: appear lost or confused, spend a long 
time looking for something, ask the same 
questions, have difficulty explaining what they 
need, don’t understand directions about where 
to find something, have trouble completing 
transactions, don’t pay for items they’ve 
selected, are with someone that is providing 
them direction, or seem anxious, nervous or 
unsure of themselves.
 “If a person takes something, say, ‘thank 
you for finding that, I have been looking all 
over for that’ or ask them if you can help them 

See VIP SERVICES, Page 3

See DEMENTIA, Page 5

 Two crosses, flowers, 
candles and other items 
serve as a memorial for 
Kris Kristl, who was shot 
by police officers who were 
investigating a reckless 
driving complaint Feb. 2 
on Highway H just north of 
Petrie Road in the Town of 
Geneva. A vigil was held at 
the site on Sunday.
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